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Contemporary theology, and Jewish theology in particular, Michael Fishbane asserts, now lies

fallow, beset by strong critiques from within and without. For Jewish reality, a coherent and

wide-ranging response in thoroughly modern terms is needed. Sacred Attunement is Fishbaneâ€™s

attempt to renew Jewish theology for our time, in the larger context of modern and postmodern

challenges to theology and theological thought in the broadest sense.The first part of the book

regrounds theology in this setting and opens up new pathways through nature, art, and the

theological dimension as a whole. In the second section, Fishbane introduces his hermeneutical

theologyâ€”one grounded in the interpretation of scripture as a distinctly Jewish practice. The third

section focuses on modes of self-cultivation for awakening and sustaining a covenant theology. The

final section takes up questions of scripture, authority, belief, despair, and obligation as theological

topics in their own right.The first full-scale Jewish theology in America since Abraham J.

Heschelâ€™s God in Search of Man and the first comprehensive Jewish philosophical theology

since Franz Rosenzweigâ€™s Star of Redemption, Sacred Attunement is a work of uncommon

personal integrity and originality from one of the most distinguished scholars of Judaica in our time.
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Michael Fishbane's theological ruminations are among the most honest, thorough, and moving that

I've ever read. "Sacred Attunement" will one day be considered essential Jewish reading, of this I'm

sure. Moreover, it should be considered by all theologians, irrespective of religious affiliation, as a

worthy attempt to, as Fishbane puts it in the book's Acknowledgments, "provide [readers] with a



spiritual testament of my values and worldview." And what a wondrous and rich worldview

Fishbane's is!

Sacred Attunement is an excellent discourse on current trends in Jewish Theology. After presenting

his take on the current state of Jewish Theology, Fishbein presents a scholarly and in depth

analysis of his idea of Sacred Attunement, incorporating the latest ideas of Attachment Theory as

they relate to his ideas of the presence of God in our lives. Not meant for the casual reader, it is

nonetheless accessible to serious students of Jewish Theology. I highly recommend this work.

Rabbi Ronald Levine, Ph.D.

Awesome, must read book for any spiritual seekers!

Fishbane has weaved together various espistemological, historical and emotional strands of Jewish

thought into a wonder-full introduction/approach to a Jewish way-of-being.
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